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OAKAJEE PORT AND RAIL PROJECT — GOVERNMENT LIABILITY 

698. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I ask a supplementary question. In light of what has taken place, why is the Liberal Party still advertising that the 
Oakajee port has already been delivered? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I have no idea what the Leader of the Opposition is talking about. 

Mr M. McGowan: Liberal Party advertising—you have delivered it, apparently! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is the sort of trivia that we get from the opposition. 

Mr M. McGowan: Trivia? You are out there advertising that you have delivered it! False advertising! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The project clearly does not — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is just trivia from the opposition. This is the opposition’s last week in Parliament. I 
would have thought they would come in here with a bit to push; but, nothing! 
Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a void—it is like a great void opposite! 

Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Oakajee clearly is not delivered. There is no port up there; there is no railway. There is, 
however—members opposite forget this—the Karara mine, $2.4 billion, being commissioned right now, with its 
rail extension and its port improvements. So, unlike under the government of members opposite, there has 
been — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time today. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: True, the deep-sea port is not there; we need that, but the Karara mine was a project that 
had stalled under the Labor government because it could not deal with the banded iron formation issue. Labor 
could not deal with it. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It stalled. It was this government, and it was principally through staff in my office with the 
Environmental Protection Authority — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 
Mr F.M. Logan: Unbelievable. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call you to order for the second time today. I do not want to hear from you when I 
am on my feet. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I remember it very clearly. In the early months of this government we had negotiations 
with the proponents and environment and regulatory agencies about the banded iron formation and a 
compromise was reached so some could be mined and some could be put into the conservation estate. That was a 
good and sensible outcome. It was a project that had stalled under Labor. Indeed, I was there digging the first 
load of iron ore. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I was! I will bring in the shovel and show members, if they like, if they do not 
believe me. It has the date on it; it has the name on it. There was no sign of Labor anywhere. I dug the first load 
of iron ore. That railway that was required to get between Geraldton port and the mine has been built—
$2.4 billion. We now have expanded iron ore production from the midwest. There is further to go. To build the 
deep-sea port is the big challenge. The next big step is to have a new deep-sea port on the Western Australian 
coast owned by the Western Australian government with the support of the commonwealth. Yes, that has been 
put back a couple of years; I concede that. But this government and I are not going to walk away from that. We 
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get results, and we still have more to do. That is why the people of Western Australia should re-elect a Liberal–
National government to finish the project. 
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